
Epi 
 
A. Exegetical Usages 

1. The root meaning of the preposition epi (ejpiV) is “upon.” 
2. Its further meanings are at, near, to; during; because. 
3. Epi appears in the NT 891 times and it is 4th in frequency among prepositions in the NT. 

a. en 
b. eis 
c. ek 

4. As a verbal prefix epi- is the 2nd most frequent of the prepositions, after sun. 
5. Understanding the meaning of epi, or any preposition, involves grammar.  
6. The principle is to begin with the root idea of the case of the preposition’s object, add the basic root 

meaning of the preposition itself,  and then combine the idea of the context. 
7. The result of the process will be the meaning of epi in a given place. 
8. The preposition’s object may occur in either 1 of the 3 cases: 

a. genitive 
b. locative/dative 
c. accusative 

9. Epi is the opposite of hupo, “under,” and differs from huper,  “above,” in implying actual rest upon some 
object. 

10. It basically denotes position on which something which forms a support or foundation. 
11. The very simplicity of the idea gives a wide range of uses. 

B. Dana and Mantey list the following meanings in the locative case (A Manual Grammar of the Greek New 
Testament page 106): 
1. Resultant meanings: 

a. with the genitive case:  upon,  on,  at,  by,  before,  emphasizing contact. 
b. with the locative case:  upon,  on,  at,  over,  before,  emphasizing position. 
c. with the accusative case:  upon,  on,  up to,  to,  over,  emphasizing motion or direction. 

2. Remote meanings: 
a. in  
b. against 
c. for 
d. after 
e. on account of 
f. in the time of  

C. Wallace list the following basic uses (Greek Grammar Beyond the Basics) 
1. With Genitive 

a. Spatial: on, upon, at, near 
b. Temporal: in the time of, during 
c. Cause: on the basis of 

2. With Dative 
a. Spatial: on, upon, against, at, near 
b. Temporal: at, at the time of, during 
c. Cause: on the basis of 

3. With Accusative 
a. Spatial: on, upon, to, up to, against 
b. Temporal: for, over a period of 

D. Robertson lists the following metaphorical usages of the preposition epi with the locative case (A Greek 
Grammar of the New Testament in the Light of Historical Research, pages 604-605): 
1. Resultant 
2. Basis 
3. Ground or reason 
4. Aim or purpose 

E. Bauer,  Gingrich and Danker list the following meanings (A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and 
Other Early Christian Literature pages 285-287): 
1. with the genitive of place:   
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a. on,  upon,  answering the question where? 
(1) on,  answering the question ‘whither?’;  with verbs of motion 
(2) at,  near of immediate proximity to things 
(3) before with persons especially in the language of lawsuits 
(4) figuratively,  over of power,  authority,  control of or over 
(5) on the basis of 
(6) to introduce the object which is to be discussed or acted upon 

b. with the genitive of time:  in the time of,  under 
2. with the dative of place: 

a. on,  in,  above answering the question where? 
(1) on,  upon answering the question ‘whither?’ 
(2) against in a hostile sense 
(3) of immediate proximity at,  near,  by 
(4) figuratively,  over of power,  authority,  control of or over someone or something 
(5) to,  in addition to 
(6) of that upon which a state of being, an action,  or a result is based 
(7) to introduce the person or thing because of which something exists or happens to,  with 
(8) of purpose,  goal,  result 
(9) of manner,  corresponding to an adverb 

b. with the dative of time,  at,  in,  at the time of,  together with,  during 
c. The formula epi to onomati tinos,  used with many verbs, probably means ‘in connection with,  or by 

the use of,  i.e.,  naming,  or calling out,  or calling upon the name’ 
3. with the accusative of place 

a. across,  over with motion implied 
(1) of motion that reaches its goal completely on,  upon someone or something 
(2) of motion that comes close to something or someone to,  up to,  in the neighborhood of,  on 
(3) of motion that takes a particular direction to,  toward 
(4) against with hostile intent 
(5) answering the question ‘where?’ on,  over something 
(6) figuratively,  over of power,  rule,  control over someone or something 
(7) to of additions to something already present 
(8) on,  upon,  to,  over of powers,  conditions,  etc. which come upon someone or under whose 

influence he finds himself 
(9) to,  toward of the goal 
(10) in, on,  for,  toward of feelings,  actions,  etc.  directed toward a person or thing:  after words that 

express belief,  trust,  hope 
(11) to introduce the person or thing by reason of whom (of which) something happens on 
(12) of purpse,  goal,  result 

b. with the accusative of time 
(1) answering the question ‘when?’ 
(2) of extension over a period of time for,  over a period of 

c. with indications of number and measure 
F. Moulton lists the following meanings (The Analytical Greek Lexicon Revised pages 153-154): 

1. with the genitive,  upon,  on 
a. in,  of locality,  near,  upon,  by,  at 
b. upon,  over,  of authority 
c. in the presence of,  especially in a judicial sense 
d. in the case of, in respect of,  in the time of,  at the time of 

2. with the dative,  upon,  on 
a. close upon,  by,  in the neighborhood or society of 
b. over,  of authority 
c. to,  of addition,  besides 
d. supervening upon,  after,  immediately upon 
e. upon,  of the object of an act,  towards to 
f. against,  of hostile posture or disposition 
g. in dependence upon,  upon the ground of,  with a view to 
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3. with the accusative  
a. upon,  with the idea of previous or present motion 
b. towards,  of place,  to 
c. towards,  of the object of an action 
d. against,  of hostile movement 
e. over,  of authority 
f. to the extent of,  both of place and time 
g. near,  by 
h. about,  at,  of time 
i. in order to,  with a view to,  for the purpose of 

G. Louw and Nida list the following meanings (Greek-English Dictionary Based on Semantic Domains volume 2): 
1. a position on a surface of an object,  whether vertical or horizontal,  and in contact with the object - ‘on,  

upon’ (page 719). 
2. a position in proximity to or in the immediate vicinity of an object or other position - ‘at,  by’ (page 716). 
3. a position within an area determined by other objects and distributed among such objects - ‘among,  with’ 

(page 714). 
4. a position before,  with the implication of a relationship of authority - ‘before’ (page 718). 
5. extension toward a goal, usually implying reaching the goal - ‘to,  toward,  in the direction of’ (page 722). 
6. extension to a goal,  with implied contact on a horizontal surface - ‘on,  onto’ (page 723). 
7. (with the accusative):  a marker of the one upon whom responsibility falls - ‘on,  upon’ (page 799). 
8. a marker of the experiencer,  often with the implication of an action by a superior force or agency - ‘to,  at,  

on’ (page 806). 
9. (with the dative):  a marker of instruments as the basis for some event - ‘by,  by means of’ (page 798). 
10. (with the accusative or dative): a marker of opposition in a judicial sense or quasi-judicial context - 

‘against’ (page 802). 
11. (with the dative):  a marker of persons benefitted by an event, with the implication of their being in a 

dependent relationship - ‘for’ (page 803). 
12. a marker of an addition to what already exists,  but with the possible implication of something more 

significant - ‘in addition to,  and’ (page 790). 
13. a marker of the object over which someone exercises a control or authority - ‘over, with responsibility for’ 

(page 473). 
14. a marker of cause or reason as the basis for a subsequent event or state - ‘because of,  on the basis of’ (page 

781). 
15. markers of purpose,  pointing to the goal of an event or state - ‘for the purpose of, for the sake of,  in order 

to’ (page 785). 
16. (with the genitive):  marker of content as a means of specifying a particular referent - ‘concerning,  with 

respect to,  with reference to,  about,  in’ (page 801). 
17. a marker of the basis of some event - ‘on the basis of,  in view of’ (page 779). 
18. a degree extending to a particular point as marked by the context - ‘to the point of,  to the extent of,  to the 

degree that,  up to’ (page 693). 
19. marker of a point of time which is simultaneous to or overlaps with another point of time - ‘when,  at the 

time of’  (page 633). 
20. marker of the extent of time within a unit - ‘during,  in the course of,  within,  for’ (page 647). 
21. (with the accusative):  a marker of agent,  with the added implication of effect upon the agent - ‘by’ (page 

798). 
H. Hortz Balz lists the following usage and meanings for the word (Exegetical Dictionary of the New Testament 

volume 2, pages 21-23): 
1. with genitive 

a. local: on, close by, at  
b. temporal: at the time of, during, in 
c. figurative: of sovereignty or oversight over 

2. with dative 
3. local: on, in, over, close by, at 

a. temporal: during, in, at the time of  
b. figurative: of sovereignty or overight over 

4. with accusative 
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a. local: over, on, near, against 
b. temporal: at 
c. figurative: of sovereignty or oversight over 
d. fixed phrases: for 

I. The New Thayer’s Greek-English Lexicon lists the following (pages 231-236): 
1. With the genitive 

a. Of place,  
(1) of the place on which  
(2) Upon the surface of 
(3) Used after verbs expressing motion to indicate the rest following the motion 
(4) Figuratively used of that upon which anything rests 
(5) Figuratively used of things, affairs, persons, which one is set over, over which he exercises power 
(6) Of that to which the mental act looks or refers 
(7) Use of vicinity, i.e. of the place at, near, hard by, which 

b. Of time when; with gen. of person in the time or age of a man 
2. With the dative of place 

a. Properly 
(1) Of the place where or in which where continuance, position, situation, etc. are spoken of 
(2) Of the place in which after verbs expressing motion towards a place, to denote a remaining in the 

place after the motion 
(3) Of the place above which  
(4) Of the place at, or by, or near which 

b. Metaphorically 
(1) Of that upon which any action, effect, condition, rests as a basis or support; prop. Upon the ground 

of; and of that upon which anything is sustained or upheld 
(2) Of that upon which anything rests 
(3) Of that upon which as a foundation any superstructure is reared. 
(4) Of the reason or motive underlying words and deeds 
(5) Of the rule or condition 
(6) Of the purpose and end 
(7) Of the pattern or standard 
(8) Of that over which one is placed, for its care or administration 
(9) Used of a hostile aim, against 
(10) Of that to which anything is added; in addition to, over and above 
(11) Of that which is connected as an adjunct with the principal matter under consideration 
(12) Of the object of an action 

3. With the accusative 
a. Of place 

(1) Properly of the place above, over, which, our up on, on to 
(2) Of motion to a place whose surface is occupied or touched 
(3) It is used of persons over whom anything is done, that thereby some benefit may accrue to them 
(4) As eis 
(5) Used of motion or arrival into the vicinity of a place 
(6) Of mere direction towards a terminus  
(7) It is used metaphorically  
(8) With the accusative of a person after verbs of coming, falling, bringing, etc 
(9) Of one upon whom anything is imposed, as a burden, office, duty, etc 
(10) Of that to which anything is added 
(11) Of the number or degree reached 
(12) Of care, power, control over anything 
(13) Of the end which the mind reaches or to which it is led 
(14) Of direction towards a person or a thing 

b. Of Time  
(1) during or for 
(2) About, towards 

J. Chamberlain’s Exegetical Grammar lists the following (pages 121-123): 

 4 



 5 

1. With the accusative, it means upon 
a. Metaphorical use 
b. As far as 
c. Aim or purpose  
d. One’s emtions may be expressed with verbs describing mental processes 
e. In personal relations, hostility may be implied 
f. With expressions of time 

2. With the genitive 
a. An ellipsis in thought 
b. In the vicinity of 
c. With persons, in the presence of, before 
d. Basis 
e. Metaphorical, over in the sense of ruling 

3. With the locative 
a. Purely local idea 
b. Contiguity 
c. Expressions of time 
d. Cause or occasion 
e. Aim or purpose 

4. With the dative, on account of 
K. Turner lists the following usages for the preposition epi (Grammar of the New Testament Greek; Syntax, 

volume 3, pages 271-272): 
1. Genitive 

a. Local, upon 
b. Metaphorical, over 
c. Temporal, at the time of 

2. Dative 
a. Local, before, upon 
b. Cause, especially with verbs expressing motion, because 
c. Addition 
d. Condition 
e. Final 
f. Consecutive 
g. Temporal 

3. Accusative 
a. Answers the question where 
b. Metaphorical sense 
c. temporal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


